
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : 02 April 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU ELATED AS KZN COPS SCOOP TOP NATIONAL AWARDS 

KWAZULU-Natal MEC for Transport Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, has 

applauded the performance of KZN cops who scooped top awards at the SAPS’ National 

Excellence Awards, saying this was the clear indication that, indeed, the province was making 

indelible strides towards winning the battle against crime and criminality. 

KwaZulu-Natal’s outstanding crime-fighting cops have been recognized for their hard work at the 

SAPS’ 2014 National Excellence Awards.  

Cluster Commander of KwaDukuza, Brigadier Derrick Hastibeer, won the senior manager of the 

year award.  

Members of the Richmond SAPS, Pietermaritzburg K9 Unit, Public Order Police in 

Pietermaritzburg and the Tactical Response Team, received the National Commissioner’s Award 

for foiling a cash heist in Richmond in January this year. 

In this battle against rampaging criminals, Sergeant Thami Zondi was killed in a shoot-out that 

ended with a further three people being killed. 

MEC Mchunu today (April 2, 2014) welcomed these awards, saying they were indicative of the 

commitment of KZN police officers to go beyond the call of duty to work towards ensuring that 

the citizens of KwaZulu-Natal lived in a safe environment. 

“We are elated at this achievement and we believe it is not only exemplary but it sets a 

benchmark for other police officers in KwaZulu-Natal to better this. 

“We have always said, time and again, that our men and women in blue uniforms work 

very hard. Equally, we have cautioned against the temptation from some quarters to seek 

to paint with one brush police in few incidents where some had made mistakes. 

“These outstanding awards indicate in no uncertain terms, that ours are hard-working and 

committed police officers. This is, indeed, the work well done. Congratulations!” said MEC 

Mchunu. 

MEC Mchunu urged members of the community to work, partner and support police in their 

difficult job of fighting crime and claiming back streets and towns from the rampaging criminals. 



Ends 

Media Contact  : Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 

Sipho.khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

  

OR 

Kwanele Ncalane 

   : 072 803 1462/079 6995755 

   : Kwanele.ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Sipho.khumalo@comsafety.gov.za
mailto:Kwanele.ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za

